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REGIONAL CONFERENCE GROWTH : A VISUAL  
 

 

2007 Students For Liberty Conferences: 0 students, 0 conferences 
 

 

2008 Philadelphia Students For Liberty Conference: 40 students + attendees 

 

 

 

2009 Mid-Atlantic Students For Liberty Conference in Philadelphia:  

135 students + attendees 
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1. ONE PAGE SUMMARY  

In the Fall of 2008, Students For Liberty hosted 3 Regional Conferences in Philadelphia, Boston, and Ann 

Arbor (MI) with a total of approximately 120 students in attendance.  The 2009 Regional Conferences 

have blown those numbers out of the water with over 700 students at 7 Regional Conferences.  There is 

no way that SFL’s Regional Conferences could have grown so dramatically or so quickly without the 

support of the Smith Family Foundation, especially in expanding SFL’s logistical and marketing 

capabilities to spread these ideas to more students. 

 

Total Number of Attendees:  711 Unique Attendees* 

 

Total Number of Schools: 201 Unique Schools* 

 
Conferences: 

New York SFL Conference @ Columbia University, Oct. 10
th
  

Midwest SFL Conference @ University of Chicago, Oct. 17
th
  

West Coast SFL Conference @ Arizona State University, Oct. 24
th
  

Texas SFL Conference @ University of Texas-Austin, Oct. 24
th
  

Southern SFL Conference @ Wake Forest University, Oct. 24
th
  

Mid-Atlantic SFL Conference @ Drexel University, Nov. 7
th
   

Northeast SFL Conference @ Harvard University, Nov. 7
th
  

 

Abridged List of Speakers: 

John Allison, Chairman of BB&T 

Dr. Nigel Ashford, Institute for Humane Studies 

Radley Balko, Reason Magazine 

Jack Cole, Executive Director of Law Enforcement Against Prohibition 

Patri Friedman, Executive Director of the Seasteading Institute  

Gene Healy, Vice President of the Cato Institute 

Dr. Alan Charles Kors, Professor of History at the University of Pennsylvania 

Dr. James W. Lark, III, Libertarian Party 

Dr. Peter Leeson, Professor of Economics at George Mason University 

Dr. Jeffrey Miron, Professor of Economics at Harvard University 

David Nolan, Founder of the Libertarian Party 

Fred Smith, Founder & President of the Competitive Enterprise Institute 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* Note: Several students attended multiple conferences and there were many students from each school in attendance 

at various Regional Conferences.  The total number of participants including crossover was greater than 750. 
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2. WHO ATTENDED? 

 

A diversity of students attended the Regional SFL Conferences from all political backgrounds.  This 

sampling of answers to the registration question “Why do you want to attend this conference?” illustrates 

the many types of students and reasons students had for attending.   

Libertarian Students: These students were drawn to 

meet other libertarian students and hear from libertarian 

speakers. The SFL Regional Conferences were an 

unparalleled opportunity to learn about the intellectual 

foundations of liberty and help promote liberty in both 

academia and society. 

Bryant Jackson-Green, University of Chicago: “I view 

the chance to attend the Midwest SFL conference as an 

opportunity not only to expand my knowledge and grasp 

of issues facing liberty-minded students, but to gain the 

tools necessary begin addressing them. Learning is a 

valuable experience in and of itself; however, knowledge must also be basis of future action. It does the 

world no good for like-minded individuals to be content to discuss ideas among themselves. With this in 

mind, I want to find out concrete ways in which I can contribute to the campaign for liberty and ensure 

our society progresses towards freedom rather than stagnating or regressing as it often tends to do.” 

Kim Kirschenbaum, Columbia University: “I would love to have the opportunity to converse with other 

libertarians, both experts and students alike, about the ways in which we can impart a libertarian message 

to those around us. I hope to absorb information about what it is that distinguishes libertarians from other 

political ideologies. Because Columbia University is a predominantly liberal school, I want to be able to 

engage in political discourse with those who hold different beliefs.” 

Eric Neuman, University of Illinois at Chicago: “I am an advocate of individual freedom and believe 

people like me are a minority. I don't know many people who think the way I do and I feel like an outcast 

because of it. I would love to interact with people who share a belief in protecting freedom as I do.” 

Conservative Students: Interested in the many free market speakers, students with conservative 

backgrounds came out to learn about the benefits of capitalism and intricacies of libertarian thought: 

Christopher Joshua Arndt, Michigan State University: “I'm still more 

Conservative than Libertarian and I always want to give the Libertarians a 

chance to change me further and see if they are up to the challenge.” 

Tory W. Sumrall, University of North Texas: “Politically, I consider myself 

a conservative, and typically vote Republican. But as I study more deeply 

for the Anglican priesthood, I am finding myself to be more libertarian in 

many of my views. There is much more compatible with the Christian faith 

in libertarianism than any of the established party platforms, on all issues. 

And the more deeply our country spirals towards liberalism, I find myself 

yearning for free-market solutions and a return to a philosophy of personal 

responsibility. This conference, I pray, will deepen these beliefs.” 
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Liberal Students: With few to no sources available to learn 

about the pro-liberty philosophy, liberal students came out to 

learn about the ideas of liberty, debate their merit, and discuss 

ways that liberty fits in with their conception of the world. 

Kara Davis, Arizona State University: “While, I'm not a 

libertarian I think the conference will offer a lot of great 

information. I also strongly believe that it is important to be 

knowledgeable about all aspect of a given topic, so that it can't 

hurt to attend despite not being a libertarian. The speakers and 

topics sound interesting and also relevant to my field of study.” 

Aaron Politzer, Columbia University: “I hope to hear some clarification of many questions I have about 

the libertarian movement, and to meet some people with opinions that may or may not be similar to my 

own.” 

As an anecdote, Sean Maschue from Paradise Valley Community College, an active member of the 

Communist Party of America attended the West Coast Conference because a friend of his said that it 

would be a fun and enlightening experience to learn about libertarianism. 

Students with a General Interest: Many of the students that chose to attend the conferences had no 

express ideological affiliation but saw the conferences as a chance to learn about political philosophy and 

help inform their beliefs. 

Gina Londino, University of Pittsburgh: “I want to go to this event in order to learn more about something 

that my friends are very passionate about. I also want to have a better understanding of the many political 

viewpoints that will be beneficial in my career as a public health social worker.” 

Jeb Bleckley, Beloit College: “First, I want to learn more effective ways of spreading the ideas of liberty 

at my campus. Second, I personally want to gain a deeper understanding of aspects of libertarianism. 

Third, famous people like Pete Leeson will be there.” 

Tram Ngo, Northwestern University: “I intend to learn more about economics and government policy 

during the conference. Although I do not identify myself as a libertarian, I am interested in limited 

government as a philosophy and want to learn more.” 

Dana Modzelewski, Harvard University: “I feel that up until this point, most of what I know about 

libertarianism has come from my father.  I would like to learn more about some of the current issues in 

the field and also what other people have to say.  I would like to meet other like-minded students to 

discuss matters concerning liberty.” 

Ani Hovhannisyan, Hofstra University: “I have never been to a 

convention before, and I think it would boost my self 

confidence and self esteem to watch people discuss the very 

same issues I have been battling with in my mind. I want to hear 

what other people have to say and I think there is a big 

difference in watching it on TV and being there in person.” 
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3.1 NEW YORK SFL CONFERENCE RECAP 

121 Attendees 

33 Schools 

 

The New York SFL Conference was a full day of lectures, debates, and workshops that were intended to 

educate students on the importance of liberty and provide a forum for students to strategize about how to 

promote liberty.  The list of speakers on the next page should speak for itself.  The workshops and 

breakouts, though, are opportunities that no one else offers: 

Student Organizing Panel: At every SFL Conference, four of the most active and experienced student 

leaders of liberty were invited sat on a panel to discuss what they have learned as student leaders so the 

audience could benefit from their experiences.  For example, at the New York SFL Conference, the 

President of the Cornell Libertarians, Michael Cretz, shared his experiences in transitioning leadership 

while Vice President of the Drexel Student Liberty Front, Stacy Litz, talked about how her group used a 

diversity of marketing tactics to bring out large crowds to their campus speaker events. 

Ivy League Alliance for Liberty Meeting: Formed in January 2009, the Ivy League Alliance for 

Liberty is a coalition of pro-liberty student groups amongst the Ivy League to provide mutual support for 

one another and use the Ivy League name for good (promoting liberty and inspiring others to promote 

liberty).  At the New York Conference, the Ivy League Alliance for Liberty held a break out meeting, 

which focused on developing a decentralized leadership structure that would allow the true leaders of the 

organization to emerge.  Plans were also begun to create a blog and online resources for Ivy League 

students to work with one another on collaborative projects.  SFL is proud to have helped form this 

coalition as just one example of ways students can work with one another to promote liberty and 

capitalize on their own passion and efforts. 
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NEW YORK SFL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE  
9:35 ð 9:50 am          òAn Introduction to the Student Movement for Libertyó  
 Alexander McCobin, Founder and Executive Director, Students For Liberty 
 

9:50 ð 10:20 am    Opening Address: òThe Coming Collapse of Statism, and the Rebirth of Libertyó 
Professor Murray Sabrin, Ramapo College 

 

10:30ð 11:30 am     Student Panel:  òAdvancing Liberty on Campusó ð Leaders from student 
liberty organizations shared best practices on running groups for liberty 

 

11:40 ð 12:30 pm      òChanging the World for Libertyó  
 Dr. Nigel Ashford, Institute for Humane Studies 
 

12:30 ð 1:45 pm       Lunch /  Ivy League Alliance for Liberty Breakout  
 

1:55 ð 2:50 pm        òLibertarianism and the Fight for Racial Equalityó  
 Damon Root, Reason magazine and Reason.tv 
 

3:00 ð 4:10 pm   Panel: òActivists for Libertyó  
 Representatives from different organizations shared concrete steps to advance liberty 

today, including a discussion of how students can get involved 
 

4:20 ð 5:00 pm    òAn Austrian Exposition of the Greater Depression of 2008-2009ó  
 CJ Maloney 
 

5:30 ð 6:10 pm       òEconomic Paternalismó  
 Professor Mario Rizzo, New York University 
 

6:20 ð 7:00 pm       Panel: òOur Financial Futureó  
 Professor Mario Rizzo and CJ Maloney 
 

7:00 - 7:50 pm         Dinner /  Networking 
 

8:00 - 8:45 pm          Keynote Address: òThe Defense of Capitalismó  
 Fred L. Smith, President and Founder, Competitive Enterprise Institute 

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER  
 

Fred L. Smith, Jr.  

Founder &  President, Competitive Enterprise Institute.  Mr. 

Smith combines intellectual and strategic analysis of complex policy 

issues ranging from the environment to corporate governance with an 

informative and entertaining presentation style. Well-known in 

academic and professional circles, Mr. Smith is a popular speaker at 

universities and conferences around the world. Mr. Smith is also a 

frequent guest on national television and radio programs to discuss and 

debate regulatory initiatives and topical policy issues. Providing both 

analytical and political insights, he has appeared on CNN’s “Crossfire,” 

PBS’s “News Hour with Jim Lehrer” and “Now with Bill Moyers,” 

ABC’s “20/20” and “This Week,” NPR’s “Talk of the Nation” and 

“The Diane Rehm Show,” and “The G. Gordon Liddy Show,” among 

many others.  
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3.2 M IDWEST SFL CONFERENCE RECAP 

115 Att endees 

46 Schools 

 

The Midwest SFL Conference was held at the University of Chicago and hosted by the University of 

Chicago Students for a Free Society.  On the ivy-coated campus, students heard from experienced 

activists about effecting change in society, watched a spirited debate on whether libertarians should spend 

their time on politics or education, learned about the power of entrepreneurs in the free market system, 

and heard an amazing Keynote Speech on why and how to defend capitalism in the wake of the financial 

crisis.   

 

During lunch, a group of approximately 15 students got together to found the Chicago Forum for 

Freedom, a coalition of pro-liberty student groups in the greater Chicago region to support one another.  

The CFF will serve a similar purpose as other pre-existing coalitions like the Ivy League Alliance for 

Liberty and Philadelphia Forum for Freedom.  The coalition’s initial membership consists of 7 student 

groups in attendance at the conference and began with a trip to the Heartland Institute’s 25
th
 Anniversary 

Dinner after the conference. 

 

 

Keynote Speaker:  

Dr. Peter Lesson, Professor of Economics, 

George Mason University 

 
Dr. Leeson currently sits as the BB&T Professor 

for the Study of Capitalism at George Mason 

University and will be visiting this fall at the 

University of Chicago.  He is most famous for 

his book The Invisible Hook: The Hidden 

Economics of Pirates. 

http://www.amazon.com/Invisible-Hook-Hidden-Economics-Pirates/dp/0691137471
http://www.amazon.com/Invisible-Hook-Hidden-Economics-Pirates/dp/0691137471
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3.3 WEST COAST SFL CONFERENCE RECAP 

84 Attendees 

14 Schools 

 

Last year, the West Coast SFL Conference was canceled due to lack of registrations.  Drawing 84 

attendees from all over the West Coast to this year’s conference was an incredible feat as schools are 

located much further apart from each other geographically than on the East Coast.  Students had the 

opportunity to hear from speakers like Patri Friedman, Executive Director of the Seasteading Institute, 

and Clint Bollick, Director of the Scharf-Norton Center for Constitutional Litigation at the Goldwater 

Institute. 

 

During SFL’s signature Student Panel, where student leaders discuss best practices for campus organizing 

and promoting liberty, Patri Friedman was inspired to write this for his blog: “The student panel included 

some great ideas on branding, messaging, how to win arguments, relevant cognitive biases, and how to 

get broader appeal for libertarians. It could be construed as folk activism - but it was smart and 

sophisticated and the same ideas could be tapped for structural activism.” 

 

Keynote Speaker: 

David F. Nolan, Founder of the Libertarian 

Party & the Nolan Chart 

  

David Nolan is a long time activist on behalf of 

liberty.  He is regarded as the founder of the 

Libertarian Party in 1971 and creator of the 

famous Nolan Chart (the World’s Smallest 

Political Quiz).  He has seen first-hand the 

growth of our movement and the mistakes we 

made along the way.  Few speakers in the 

country have such valuable experience. 

 

 

  

http://www.theadvocates.org/quizp/index.html
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3.4 TEXAS SFL CONFERENCE RECAP 

82 Attendees 

19 Schools 

 

The Texas SFL Conference launched SFL’s efforts in Texas.  Prior to the conference, SFL had never 

hosted an event in Texas and had few connections in the state.  Thanks to strong leadership from the UT-

Austin Libertarian Longhorns and strong marketing from traditional media, existing networks, and new 

student outreach efforts, the Texas SFL Conference was a huge success.  The student movement for 

liberty has now reached a new level in Texas.  The Texas Conference Director, Norman Horn, actively 

promoted the conference through radio interviews and media press releases, providing a critical role in 

making the conference a success.  At the Texas SFL Conference, students heard from speakers such as 

Dr. Nigel Ashford of the Institute for Humane Studies talk about how to effect change for liberty in 

society.  Students learned about campus activism from existing student leaders like Daniel Crocker, one 

of the founders of Students for Concealed Carry on Campus.  Finally, students had the opportunity to hear 

from renowned leaders of liberty as Gene Healy, the conference’s Keynote Speaker. 

 

 

Keynote Speaker: 

Gene Healy, Vice President of the Cato Institute 

 

Mr. Healy was the senior editor of the Cato Institute. 

He is a contributing editor to Liberty magazine, 

editor of Go Directly to Jail: The Criminalization of 

Almost Everything and author of The Cult of the 

Presidency: Americaôs Dangerous Devotion to 

Executive Power. 

 

http://www.catostore.org/index.asp?fa=ProductDetails&pid=1441226&method=search&t=Go+Directly+to+Jail&a=&k=&aeid=&adv=&pg
http://www.catostore.org/index.asp?fa=ProductDetails&pid=1441226&method=search&t=Go+Directly+to+Jail&a=&k=&aeid=&adv=&pg
http://www.catostore.org/index.asp?fa=ProductDetails&method=&pid=1441430
http://www.catostore.org/index.asp?fa=ProductDetails&method=&pid=1441430
http://www.catostore.org/index.asp?fa=ProductDetails&method=&pid=1441430
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3.5 SOUTHERN SFL CONFERENCE RECAP 

92 Attendees 

21 Schools 

 

Like the 2008 West Coast Conference, the 2008 Southern SFL Conference was canceled due to lack of 

registrations.  The size of this year’s conference and the dedication of students coming to North Carolina 

from as far away as Florida is a testament to the growth of interest in liberty amongst students over the 

past two years.  In addition to the usual fare of lectures on how to incorporate pro-liberty values into 

corporations and the historical record of liberty, students were given several unique opportunities at the 

Southern Conference: 

¶ Activism training for liberty; 

¶ Pro-liberty concert performance in the evening by Jordan Page, 

an aspiring young artist whose music incorporates the message 

of freedom; 

¶ Liberty Power Hour for students to meet representatives from 

many pro-liberty organizations and learn about the many 

resources and opportunities available to them. 

 

Keynote Speakers: 

 

John Allison, Former Chairman of BB&T Bank 

 

Fred L. Smith, Jr., Founder &  President of the Competitive 

Enterprise Institute  
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3.6 M ID-ATLANTIC  SFL CONFERENCE RECAP 

140 Attendees 

30 Schools 

 

The Mid-Atlantic SFL Conference was the most well-attended 2009 Regional Conference.  As the 

opening pictures illustrate, it also represents the growth of SFL’s Regional Conferences in just one year 

through the hard work of students and support of the Smith Family Foundation.  Going from 45 to 140 

attendees, this conference is one of the most representative examples of the SFL Regional Conference 

growth and the interest students now have in the cause of liberty. 

 

Students heard lectures from speakers like Radley Balko on the injustices of the criminal justice system.  

In addition to hearing from speakers, the Mid-Atlantic SFL Conference combined a variety of unique 

features.  Speakers like Bob Bowden presented new efforts to promote liberty via film with his movie The 

Cartel.  An interactive workshop with Nigel Ashford offered students the opportunity to present strategies 

for effecting liberty and receive feedback from experts and peers alike.  And a conference performance by 

Jordan Page at the end of the day provided a valuable opportunity for students to not only network with 

one another, but become inspired to go back to campus and carry on the fight for liberty. 

   

Keynote Speaker: 

Dr. Alan Charl es Kors, Professor of European 

History, University of Pennsylvania 

 

Dr. Kors holds innumerable acclaim for his life’s work, 

including the Lindback Award, the Ira Abrams Memorial 

Award for distinguished college teaching, and a National 

Humanities Medal in 2005 for his study in European 

intellectual thought and the humanities. He has lectured 

all over the world on topics in history, classical liberalism 

and academic freedom. 
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3.7 NORTHEAST SFL CONFERENCE RECAP 

 125 Attendees 

58 Schools 

 

The 2009 Northeast SFL Conference included a formidably sized group, significantly larger than the 30 

students in attendance at the 2008 Boston SFL Conference.  In a region traditionally dominated by statist 

beliefs and professors apt to endorse the state, students received a strong education in the philosophy of 

liberty and the value of freedom in our society.   

 

One of the best examples of the Northeast SFL Conference’s influence is the story of Dan Suraci, a 

student at Boston University Law School. Literally the day after he attended the Northeast SFL 

Conference, Suraci formed the Libertarians at BU Law student organization to promote liberty to his 

fellow students. Utilizing his connections with SFL from the conference as well as new contacts at Cato, 

Suraci arranged for Dan Griswold to speak at BU Law on Dec 2
nd

 less than a month after the Northeast 

Conference. Thanks to the Northeast Conference and our connections with Cato, in under a month Boston 

University went from having no pro-liberty group to having the Libertarians at Boston U Law host a Cato 

scholar.  

 

Keynote Speakers: 

 

Dr. Jeffrey Miron  

Professor of Economics, Harvard University 

 

Peter Schiff 

President & Chief Global Strategist of Euro-

Pacific Capital 
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4. STUDENT FEEDBACK  
 

After the conference, students completed a survey for SFL to evaluate their perspective of the 

conference and what they intend to do with the information they learned at the conference.  

Overall, students rated the conferences an average of 9.1 out of 10.  Student feedback from the 

conferences not only indicated that students liked it, but that it provided them with ideas for 

organizing back on their campuses, speakers they could invite to their organization, opportunities 

available to them with other organizations, and much more. 

 

 
 

Ani Ho vhannesfau, Hof stra University 
òThis was such a great event.  

I learned a lot and am even more inspired than I expected.ó 
 

Pia Varma, Columbia University 
òRevolutionary movements typically begin with the youth.   

Students for Liberty is doing wonders in making our revolution a reality.ó 
 

Benjamin Kum, New York College of Osteopathic Medicine 
òAmazing event.  Gifted speakers.  Intelligent attendees.   

Positive experience.  Highly recommended.ó 
 

Frederick Long, Yale University 
òNo matter whether you believe in libertarianism or not,  
you should come to this conference as long as you care.ó 
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5. CONFERENCE IMPACT S 
 
Why are these conferences valuable?  How do we know that these conferences were worth the time, 

money, and effort that they took?   

 

Short-Term Impacts 

It has been less than a month since the Regional Conferences ended, but immediate impacts of 

the conferences can already be seen. 

¶ Formation of 2 new coalitions of pro-liberty student organizations: New York Liberty 

Alliance and Chicago Forum for Freedom 

¶ Formation of 15+ new student groups 

¶ Identification of 20+ existing student groups 

¶ Increased enthusiasm for liberty that has translated into more events being held on 

campus by student groups dedicated to liberty 

¶ Increased size of SFL network from new students introduced to the ideas of liberty 

 

Long-Term Impacts 

Many impacts of these Regional Conferences will not be felt until months or years from now 

when the full ramifications of the conference have settled in.  To provide an example, Dennis 

Craig, then a student at Temple University, attended the 2008 Philadelphia SFL Conference and 

was inspired by the speeches he heard and the training he received.  When he transferred to 

George Washington University in the fall of 2009, he revived the GWU Liberty Society and has 

turned a failing organization into one of the most vibrant in the US today.   

¶ New Advocates of Liberty – This is the most difficult to measure but greatest impact of 

all: engraining the cause of liberty in students’ minds who were either on the fence or on 

the other side before. 

¶ Student Leadership – The impact of the training sessions students received at these 

conferences will show through in the rest of their careers as both students and alumni. 

¶ New Events on Campuses – Many speakers have already received invitations to speak on 

campuses as well.  For example, students learned about The Cartel at the Mid-Atlantic 

SFL Conference and are already working to screen the movie on their campuses.   
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6. POLITICAL CONFERENCES WEBSITE 
 
With the help of several volunteers and the support of the grant, SFL was able to create a brand new 

website for the Regional Conferences to attract a diversity of interested students.  The website, 

www.PoliticalConferences.org has been a tremendous success with a high traffic rate and significant time 

spent by each visitor on the site.  The ease of finding conferences on the site and simple design have 

garnered positive feedback from many sources.   

 

One of the most significant advantages of developing this website was to increase the visibility of the 

Regional Conferences and to attract a diversity of interested students.  Additionally, the domain 

www.LibertyConferences.org was purchased and redirected to, use www.PoliticalConferences.org as the 

main domain for SFL’s Regional Conferences was a strategic decision to bring in conference participants 

from many political ideologies.   

 

Partial View of ww.PoliticalConferences.org:

http://www.politicalconferences.org/
http://www.libertyconferences.org/
http://www.politicalconferences.org/


                          

                                    Students For Liberty_ 

A Free Academy, A Free Society 

info@studentsforliberty.org • www.studentsforliberty.org • www.politicalconferences.org 

 

18 



                          

                                    Students For Liberty_ 

A Free Academy, A Free Society 

info@studentsforliberty.org • www.studentsforliberty.org • www.politicalconferences.org 

 

19  


